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To:
Jerome F. Strauss, III, M.D., Ph.D., Dean


School of Medicine

From:


Date:


Subject:
Unlicensed Physician/Researcher/Guest Observers in Clinical Areas


I am requesting that _______________________ be allowed to observe the activities of the Department of _________________________ and other clinical activities in the VCU Health System.  The observer is a:  (check) 

Physician from _________________________



Medical researcher _____________________

Physician in a training program____________



Graduate of a foreign medical school_______
Prospective applicant for_________________



Student_______________________________

Other ________________________________

Explanation of situation:


I understand that VCU School of Medicine and the VCU Health System do not strictly prohibit observer activity, but certain rigid guidelines do apply to their presence (listed below).  These restrictive guidelines do not apply to physicians who receive clinical privileges through the MCVH/VCU credentials process or to residents from other GME programs who have temporary Virginia licensure and continuing malpractice coverage provided by the parent program.
1. Unlicensed observers may not participate in direct patient care.  Specifically, they may not take patient histories, perform physical examinations or procedures, initiate orders or treatments, dictate discharge summaries or operative notes, or otherwise write in medical records.  Independent patient contact is absolutely prohibited.

2. Observers must be informed of and must agree to comply with the policy regarding patient confidentiality.

3. The presence of resident observers in the hospital environment must be approved in advance by the GME Office.

The observer and I understand and will abide by the guidelines set forth above.  (Return to Ann Setien, Box 980565, ext. 828-5106, fax 628-9978)
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