VCU School of Medicine

Virginia Commonwealth University/MCV Campus
Pre-Medical Health Sciences Certificate

	Program

Description
	The Pre-Medical Health Sciences Certificate Program of Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine (CERT) offers a one-year, graduate-level training program for individuals seeking to enhance their credentials for admission into professional schools. Students who complete the highly successful Certificate Program also have a strong foundation to pursue a Master of Science (M.S.) or Ph.D. in one of the Health Sciences Departments in the School of Medicine.

On-campus training for standardized professional school tests is also offered, as well as academic and career counseling, providing the student with the necessary resources to improve his or her competitiveness among other applicants.



	Admission

Requirements
	Applicants should hold a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution. Training in chemistry through organic chemistry is required. Admission is generally drawn from applicants with a GPA above 3.0, MCAT above 24, DAT above 15, or GRE above 1,100 (Verbal plus Quantitative) and 4.0 Analytic. International students must display an acceptable level of English proficiency, e.g., above 250 on the TOEFL examination or above 600 on the GRE Verbal section.



	Course

Requirements
	Students must complete at least 27 credit hours of course work with a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.2 (4.0 scale). The curriculum is composed of three (3) required courses (15 credits) and 12 elective credits (including for-credit research options) spread over two semesters. The curriculum should be completed in successive academic terms (typically the Fall and Spring semesters). Completion of the program does not afford a guarantee admission to professional training programs at Virginia Commonwealth University. Exceptional performance, e.g., a 4.0 GPA and/or a 32 MCAT would, however, guarantee an interview at VCU.  



	Research

Option
	On completion of the one-year certificate program, individuals may seek admission to advanced degree programs. Certificate students who continue into a second year for the M.S. degree (CERT/M.S.) will work closely with an individual faculty member on a research project in a particular department. CERT/M.S. students will choose the elective, ‘Meet the Lab’ (1 credit), in the fall and/or spring of their first year, which consists of one-time faculty presentations to inform students of research areas and laboratory opportunities. Research mentorship can thus begin in the first year, in conjunction with a spring or summer Research Rotation (5 credits). See the CERT Curriculum located on the reverse side of this paper for more information on Meet the Lab, Research Rotations, and core and elective courses.


	To Apply
	An online Graduate School application must be completed for admissions into the Certificate Program. For the Program of Study, choose the "Pre-Medical Basic Health Sciences-CERT" program in the drop-down box. Applicants may choose to submit a “Fast Track Review” form, which allows the applicant to self-report their GPA and MCATs, DATs, or GREs score(s), and include a personal statement, along with the names and e-mail addresses of three references. This form should then be directly submitted to the Program Administrator, Susan South (see contact below), who will contact the references and forward the completed information to the Program Director, Louis J. De Felice, Ph.D.  Links to the Graduate School’s online application and the Fast Track Review Self-Reporting Form, along with more information can be found at the Certificate Program website (see below) under the “Fast Track Review” Section.


	Website
	http://www.medschool.vcu.edu/graduate/premed_cert/index.html



	Contact

Information
	Program Director
Louis J. De Felice, Ph.D.
Phone: 804-828-9501
E-mail: ljdefelice@vcu.edu
	Program Administrator
Hung Nguyen 
E-mail: nguyenhb2@vcu.edu


Core Curriculum

	 

	Credits

	Fall Required Courses
	 

	 PHIS 501 Mammalian Physiology
	5

	 BIOC/MICR 503 Biochemistry
	5

	Spring Required Courses
	

	 BIO/MICR 504 Cell and Molecular Biology
	5

	 
	______
15

	Fall Electives (Choose 5 credits)
	

	 ANAT 611 Histology
	 5

	 BIOS 143/STAT 543 Statistical Methods
	3

	 MICR 505 Immunobiology
	 3

	 HGEN 501/BIOL 530 Human Genetics
	 3

	 NEUS/PHTX/ANAT/PHIS 509 Cellular and Molecular Neuroscience
	 4

	 NEUS/PHTX/ANAT/PHIS 690 Research Seminar 690

 (Special Topics: Department Specific)
	 1

	 Meet the Lab (Special Topics: Department Specific) 

 For students planning to apply to the CERT/MS Program
	 1

	 
	______
5

	Spring Electives (Choose 7 credits)
	

	 ANAT 610 Neuroanatomy
	5

	 PHIS 604 Cell Physiology
	4

	 HGEN 502 Advanced Human Genetics
	3

	 MICR 515 Principles of Molecular Microbiology
	3

	 PHTX 536 Principles of Pharmacology and Toxicology
	 5

	 PATH 601 General Pathology (School of Dentistry)
	6

	 Meet the Lab (Special Topics: Department Specific) 

 For students planning to apply to the CERT/MS Program
	1

	 Research Rotation (Special Topics: Basic Research)
	3

	 NEUS/PHTX/ANAT/PHIS 690 Research Seminar 690

 (Special Topics: Department Specific)
	1

	
	________
7

	 Total Credits
	__________
27


